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The bioeconomy in the European Union (2017)
17.5 M jobs, 614 M€ value added
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Apparent labour productivity across sectors 
(2015-2017)
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EU Bioecomies’
trajectories
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Development of the EU bioeconomy over time 
(2008-2017)

Crisis

Agriculture restructuring
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The bioeconomy in time of crisis
Employment trends (base year 2008 = 100)
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Adaptations to the Covid crisis

• Relocalisation of supplies vs. 
imports

• Solidarity across the value chain 
(e.g. in advance payments)

• Increasing demand in bio-based 
hydroalcoholic solutions and 
desinfectants

The bioeconomy in time of Covid crisis
Feedback from a French region

Strengths of regional bio-based 
value chains

• Proximity to biomass sourcing

• Proximity to consumer markets

• Feedstock production coupled 
with food production

• Image of sustainable and safe 
products 

Source: personal communication IAR (https://en.iar-pole.com/)

https://en.iar-pole.com/


Wealth distribution in the EU Bioeconomy
The case of the food chain

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/facts-and-figures/performance-
agricultural-policy/agriculture-country/cap-specific-objectives-country_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/facts-and-figures/performance-agricultural-policy/agriculture-country/cap-specific-objectives-country_en


Wealth distribution in the EU Bioeconomy
The case of the food chain
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Inequalities in the EU bioeconomy
The case of rural areas and farmer’s income

https://agridata.ec.europa.eu/extensions/DashboardIndicators/JobsGrowth.html

https://agridata.ec.europa.eu/extensions/DashboardIndicators/JobsGrowth.html
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The views expressed are purely those of the authors and may not in any circumstances be 
regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission.
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