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Important initiatives for the Bioeconomy

How food connects all the SDGs 

- Stockholm Resilience Centre
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and Bioeconomy dominate 

over trade-offs 
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EU Industrial Strategy 
Circular Economy Action Plan

“The Commission will aim at

ensuring the sustainability of 

renewable bio-based materials, 

including through actions

following the Bioeconomy 

Strategy and Action Plan.”

“The next era of industry will be one 

where the physical, digital

and biological worlds are coming 

together.” (EU Industrial Strategy)
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“The deployment of a circular and sustainable EU 

Bioeconomy provides business opportunities, for 

instance linked to making use of food waste.”

“The circular bio-based economy is still a largely 

untapped potential for farmers and their cooperatives. 

For example, advanced bio-refineries that produce bio-

fertilisers, protein feed, bioenergy, and bio-chemicals 

offer opportunities for the transition to a climate-neutral 

European economy and the creation of new jobs in 

primary production.”

Farm to Fork Strategy
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Biodiversity Strategy 

Selection of some items in the Biodiversity action plan 

• Integrate biodiversity considerations in all levels; measure 

environmental footprint of products and organisations

• Review of the data on biofuels with high indirect land-use change 

risk and setting up of a trajectory for their gradual phase out by 

2030 

• Assess the impact of trade agreements on biodiversity

• Assessment of the EU and global biomass supply and demand 

and related sustainability  



Then came COVID-19…
EC (ECFIN) summer forecast, GDP growth 2020



The crisis and the policy response

Agreement searched on the 

proposed €750 billion recovery fund 

and the EU’s seven-year budget at 

a summit on 17-18 July



A €15 billion reinforcement for the 

European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development to support rural areas in 

making the structural changes 

necessary in line with the European 

Green Deal and achieving the ambitious 

targets in line with the new biodiversity 

and Farm to Fork strategies.

EC recovery plan



“emerging opportunities linked to the local processing and biorefining of 

available biomass, including organic waste streams in the context of 

circular and sustainable economies benefiting the entire European society.” 

Example:  
The macro-region BioEast position paper

https://bioeast.eu/2020/06/11/bioeconomy-and-green-investments-a-unique-opportunity-for-tackling-the-crisis-in-cee-countries/

https://bioeast.eu/2020/06/11/bioeconomy-and-green-investments-a-unique-opportunity-for-tackling-the-crisis-in-cee-countries/


Invest in a green, digital, social and more resilient EU
Opportunities for and from the bioeconomy

• Two out of many success stories (here EU-funded):

• Investors’ decisions to fund bio-based R&D and pilot 

projects can also shape future markets

• European Partnership on ‘Circular bio-based Europe: 

sustainable innovation for new local value from waste 

and biomass’

Investment in sustainable bio-based solutions 

• Inaction more costly than financing the recovery 

and transition. 

• “Creative destruction”? But more than one 

dilemma.

• Trade-offs/synergies: impact of low oil price, 

carbon tax, biomass (sustainable), etc. 

• Consumer awareness and action plays a key role 

(consume less but more sustainable products).

• Global perspective: incl. sustainable trade.

• Policy coherence and SDGs as a guiding principle 

for the Green Deal and Bioeconomy – also in 

times of COVID-19.

Some more considerations

https://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/fp_en.cfm?item=Bioeconomy

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/11903-European-Partnership-for-a-Circular-bio-based-Europe

https://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/fp_en.cfm?item=Bioeconomy
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/11903-European-Partnership-for-a-Circular-bio-based-Europe


Thank you!
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Any questions?
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